CHAPTER III

WHAT THEN DO WE DEFEND ?

Though we do not Wn' our empire we have an interest
in the preservation of order in the area it covers, in pre-
venting that area being closed against us in an economic
sense by passing into other hands, and in preventing the
use of its resources as power against us. Colonies of
doubtful value in peace, may be a source of material,
human and inanimate, in war-time. The co-operation of
independent communities which the commonwealth
facilitates aids in the defence of scattered democracies as
against the mass power of dictatorships which can impose
unity. The dangers of unworkable alternatives to
imperialism. The solution is neither a disintegrating
nationalism nor a multiplication of imperialisms by
redistribution.

is it then that we defend? If, as is un-
doubtedly the case, we have already in an
economic sense de-imperialised most of the Empire
so that the part over which Britain is able to impose
her will in an economic sense represents barely ten
per cent of her overseas trade (and much of which
would still exist if that part like the rest were de-
imperialised), why the feverish rearming, armaments
programmes that outdo anything history has known ?
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